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CNS E-NEWS            Spring 2017  

As we approached the end 2016 and a year on from the Boxing day floods we once again 

faced the prospect of a winter storm.  Out in the Atlantic storm Barbra was heading our 

way surely it can’t happen again?  Well this time we were lucky it passed to the north of us 

and Scotland bore the brunt of the bad weather this time. It only strengthened the feeling 

that its bound to happen again unless something major is done. The short-sighted policy of 

flood prevention, or should I say push the water further down stream and it becomes 

someone else's problem is not an answer. I was surprised to find out that the Environment 

Agency are buying land and property in Mytholmroyd adjacent to the river with the aim of 

widening the river as part of flood prevention! The Crowther bridge rebuild goes ahead 

apace, with the foundations being installed, so hopefully the navigation will be fully open on 

time?   

Stuart     

       We have just been informed that Work at Elland Bridge will be 

completed by 10/03/2017. 

Work at Crowther Bridge has been delayed due to unexpected ground 

conditions and difficulties in installing foundation piles. As a result of 

this the programme of works has been revised as additional time will be 

required to complete foundations and construction of washwall and tow-

path. The stoppage has been extended by one week, now due to finish 

on 17/3/17. 



To unsubscribe for the CNS mailing list contact the secretary  or if you 

have questions, please e-mail secretary@calderns.org.uk. 
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C.N.S CHAIRMANS REPORT 

What a year this has been since the flooding on boxing day 2016, but we have 

now turned that corner and are prepared and ready to face a new year with     

enthusiasm. 

 

Savile has recently been dry docked and looks wonderful for the start of her cruis-

ing year, thanks to the Chiefs Etwell & Davies and their volunteers for the hours 

of work.  A new Morse cable has been fitted to the gear selection making it a lot 

better to operate, the stiffness on the gears has been eliminated and neutral is 

now where it should be – upright!  Which will certainly make it a lot easier for 

training skippers which as I reported in the last E-News we desperately need if we 

are to carry on taking bookings for Savile. So please once again do not hesitate to 

approach myself or any of the committee if you are at all interested. 

 

I cannot believe it will be our 50th Anniversary in 2019…how fast the years have 

passed by, so as always, a big thank you for all the support that has been given 

to the running of CNS over those past years, in whatever capacity you could get 

involved – it was and still is greatly appreciated by all.   

       Alan Mapplebeck 

Do you have a friend with the an interested in the 

waterways, be that boating, walking, cycling, or   

fishing then  why not introduce them to the Calder 

Navigation   Society? Contact Avril for more details 

and a membership form.  



 

John Goodchild 

1935 - 2017 

 

I don't know whether John Goodchild was a founder member of CNS. He 
may well have been. He was certainly a member before I joined. 

 

As an antiquarian and professional archivist, he had a keen interest in the 
Calder & Hebble and took holidays on other canals further afield. 

 

He gave talks to CNS on a number of occasions over the years, employing 
a style of presentation similar to that adopted by Professor AJP Taylor in 
the early years of television ; he looked directly at his audience, used no 
visual aids but could speak for a couple of hours and hold his listeners' at-
tention. I remember specifically his telling us that West Country boats 
worked from the Calder & Hebble carrying Elland flags down to London, 
unloading at Elland Flag Wharf by Westminster Bridge. 

 

He started his vast collection of maps, manuscripts, pictures and other 
documents whilst still a schoolboy. Latterly he rented the basement of 
Wakefield Central Library to house it all and there may still be other 
members of CNS who remember our visit when he showed us round and 
encouraged us to stay and browse. There was more than enough C&HN 
stuff to maintain our interest for the rest of the day. He has bequeathed it 
all to Wakefield City Council where it will be available for public access at 
the new archives centre in Kirkgate. 

 

John died on 6th. January. His funeral at Wakefield Unitarian Chapel was 
well attended. He had been an active member of the congregation there 
for many years. There was not enough time for everyone who wanted to 
pay him tribute to do so but it was clear that he had had a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances representing interests way beyond navigation 
and the Calder Valley. 

Keith Noble 

31/01/2017 

John Goodchild - Obituary 
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It’s not just about running boat trips 
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Date for your diary 25th March CNS annual Walk  
 

 

The walk will leave from outside the club gates of the SPBC 

Battyeford at 11:00 on Saturday 25th March. 

The walk will follow the line of the navigation to the "Ship PH" 

a easy walk but maybe muddy in places so suitable footwear 

is recommended. 

Tables have been reserved for us at the pub and we will all be 

seated in the same area. The 278 bus to Halifax can be 

caught at First Cottage just a short walk from the pub which 

will pass close to the start of the walk and leaves 22 mins 

past the hour. 

Out side tables are available for people with dogs but not al-

lowed inside. Hope to see you all again who participated in 

our annual event plus any new VB walkers will be gladly    

welcomed. 

Richard Stead  

Walk leader. 

CNS WALK 2017 



Newgate Flood Lock Mirfield 
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Repair work at Crowther Bridge 



Bridge foundations being rebuilt at  

Crowther Bridge 
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Over a  thousand people attended a special open day as Elland’s 

rebuilt 19th century bridge edges ever closer to completion. And 

CNS members were on hand to help visitors understand the  

problems in the bridge rebuild. 

Photo credit Huddersfield Examiner  
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Whilst the Road Bridge is now fully open to Traffic the  

navigation is still closed while more work is carried 

out on the canal 
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THE DIARY OF SAVILE’S TRAVELS  
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THE DIARY OF SAVILE’S TRAVELS 

 

 

Well although Savile has not been out on any bookings since our 
last E-Letter last year, she has indeed been dry-docked painted and 
serviced and is now looking pristine and ready for her year ahead. 

 

Despite the atrocious start to the year in 2016 and the devastation 
it created on our waterways we still undertook and completed 14 
event days, although at times having to rearrange location of   
destinations for those that had pre-booked in 2015.  

 

Last year we completed 14 actual trip days and 16 days out in total 
including moving Savile to and from events. Her total hours out 
from base (not running hours) for the 16 days came to 95hrs 
50mins, and this was carried out by 103 crew bodies - as we have 
to have at least 4 crew on each private trip, and as many as possi-
ble on our festival weekends. At present, we only have 13 volun-
teers that assist over the year so any new volunteers would really 
be appreciated. 

 

We actually undertook in 2016, 67 actual trips carrying 485 adults 
and 221 children. And to date so far for this year we have 9 event 
days in the Savile Diary. 

 

Savile signing off for now 



Your CNS Membership is now due 
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Membership Renewals 
 

 

Many thanks to all those of you who have 

already renewed their Membership of the 

CNS for 2017. If you have not already 

done so, but intend to, I would appreciate 

receiving your renewal as soon as possible. 

All our members are important and are all 

valued remember its your membership 

that keeps the society afloat. 

Thank you for your  support in 2016 and 

we hope for your continued support in 

2017. 

Kind regards 

Avril 

Membership Secretary  



Moving Road Editor 

We still have a vacancy for the editor of the CNS magazine 

‘Moving Road’ you don’t need to have had previous experi-

ence as there will be plenty of help on hand However if 

you do have any skills in writing and producing a booklet 

in a format that can be sent to the printers about two to 

three times per year, please contact the Secretary. You do 

not need to be on the CNS Committee, but you will be 

welcome to attend our meetings each month to report on 

progress of each  issue. 

13 

The Calder Navigation Society (CNS) was formed in 1969 as an association of Boaters, Ram-

blers and others who are interested in promoting the use and sympathetic development of the 

waterways in the Calder Valley. 

The aims of the Society are: 

To stimulate public interest and appreciation of the waterway's of the Calder Valley. 

To promote and encourage the use of all such waterways for the benefit of the public. 

In furtherance of the above, but not otherwise:  

To encourage boat owners and hirers from other parts of the waterways system to cruise 

along the length of the Calder & Hebble Navigation and the Huddersfield Broad Canal. 

To promote the use of waterways for commercial carrying, leisure boating, angling, rambling 

and other compatible activities. 

The CNS Mission Statement 


