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The E-News the future? 

When I started the E-news it was as a result of both the new year 

floods and the lack of an editor for moving road. I felt the members 

should be kept informed of the progress on the work to reopen the nav-

igation. I think we achieved this aim. We have covered from the devas-

tation to reopening. I have to thank Peter Davis without who’s help and 

photographic skills that has so graphically told the story of the restora-

tion. I have to thank Mike Fretwell for his support also. So where do we 

go from here? We still have not got an editor for moving road, so     

perhaps the best way forward  is that CNS continues with the E-news. 

However due to personal reasons I am not in a position to carry on pub-

lishing the e-news, therefore I am appealing for someone to step for-

ward and take up the mantel. I will give every help I can and provide 

the current template, or they might want to change the format to one 

of their own design. I thank everyone for all the kind words you have 

said about the newsletter, but it is now time to move on. 
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To unsubscribe for the CNS mailing list contact the secretary  or if you 

have questions, please e-mail secretary@calderns.org.uk. 
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You might have noticed we now have one of those square black and white funny 

things in the title banner. This is a QR code and relates not to the E-news, but to 

the CNS web site if you point your smartphone at the screen you can try it out for 

yourself.  It reads the code and give you the opportunity to go straight to the web 

site. If your phone/tablet doesn't have a built in app then you can download and 

app like i-nigma (free) which is available for Android and iOS, other app’s are 

available. Many thanks to webmaster Rick Sterry for producing the QR code. If 

you go to the web site you can also see back copies of the CNS E-news. 

The White Cross  

2, Bradley Road 
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HUDDERSFIELD 
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Colin was a member of both Calder Navigation Society and South Pennine 
Boat Club. He was an active in both the CNS and SPBC and was awarded life-
time membership of both organisations in recognition of his contribution to 
their organisations, and also his passion for canals and canal boats.  

 Colin loved country music, and his enthusiasm infected the whole family. 
Sheila, Paul, Anne and her husband Neil all went to concerts with Colin over 
the years, travelling across the breath of the U.K. to seeing all the famous 
country singers.  

In 1971 Colin began working for the British Waterways, and his base was 
Greenwood Lock. When Paul went off to university Colin, Sheila and Anne 
moved into the Lock Keepers house at Ravensthorpe.  There was some land 
attached to the house, and it was quickly filled with cats, dogs, goats, geese 
and hens. Colin loved German shepherd dogs and he inherited several dogs 
that didn’t quite meet the exacting standards that were required to be police 
dogs, and he also took in rescue dogs too. Colin bought a motorised mud 
hopper that was basically a skip on a canal boat base. He spent the next forty 
years converting it into what became a mobile home on the water, and he 
named the vessel ‘Waylon’ after Waylon Jennings. Colin and Anne used to run 
day trips on the canal; and whilst Anne steered the vessel, Colin would sit 
with a glass of whisky, entertaining the passengers with tales of the water-
ways. Colin then moved to the Old Lock House, at Brighouse Canal Basin as 
part of work rotation. He moored his boat just ten yards outside his home. 
The property had some land with it, and in time it resembled Steptoe’s Yard. 
Waylon was featured in a TV series called ‘Stay Lucky’ it also featured in sev-
eral children's programmes Colin was very proud his boat was so famous. 
Colin started to develop dementia around six years ago, it was a gradual de-
terioration. Colin knew he had some memory problems and surprised every-
one when he sold his boat four years ago, he knew something wasn’t quite 
right. In 2015 Colin’s health deteriorated further and his family were con-
cerned that he may require more specialist care. Then the Calder Valley 
flooded, Anne and Paul had to rescue him from his home that was quickly fill-
ing up with water. There was about 1.2 metres of water in the house, with a 
very strong current. Fortunately with the help of a number of local people in-
cluding one who was strong enough to carry Colin through the water, they 
managed to get him to safety. However, the shock worsened the dementia, 
and just as arrangements were in place for him to move to Pellon Manor Care 
Home for respite, Colin suffered a stroke.       After a short time in hospital 
arrangements were made to transfer him back to Pellon Manor, where the 
staff made him as comfortable as they could. Colin died peacefully at Pellon 
Manor Care Home on 4 April 2017. 

Colin Richardson - Obituary 
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Open at last Elland Bridge officially opened 

2nd April 2017 

A huge crowd attended the opening of the rebuilt Elland Bridge with craft stalls, 

a fun fair and the Chefs band all on hand to entertain the public as part of the 

festivities at the official opening of the bridge  
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Savile was there running trips through the rebuilt bridge giving the people a flavour 

of the navigation  
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Crowds filled the bridge and as you can see the event was really well 

attended 
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Over a  thousand people attended a special open day as Elland’s 

rebuilt 19th century bridge to mark the completion and opening 

of the navigation. CNS members were on hand to help visitors 

understand the problems in the £5 million bridge rebuild. 
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Whilst the Calder and Hebble Navigation is now fully open 

there is still the stonework to finish on the Crowther Bridge 

rebuild, with the infill needing to be completed before the 

access road can be reinstated.  
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Some pictures of work started to reinstate the boundary wall as 
part of the wash wall at the top of Ganny Lock with the sign posted 

on the approach to Ganny Lock from Brighouse!  



Your CNS Membership 
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Membership Renewals 
 

 

Many thanks to all those of you who have 

already renewed their Membership of the 

CNS for 2017. If you have not already 

done so, but intend to, I would appreciate 

receiving your renewal as soon as possible. 

All our members are important and are all 

valued remember its your membership 

that keeps the society afloat. 

Thank you for your  support in 2016 and 

we hope for your continued support in 

2017. 

Kind regards 

Avril 

Membership Secretary  



Moving Road Editor 

We still have a vacancy for the editor of the CNS magazine 

‘Moving Road’ you don’t need to have had previous experi-

ence as there will be plenty of help on hand However if 

you do have any skills in writing and producing a booklet 

in a format that can be sent to the printers about two to 

three times per year, please contact the Secretary. You do 

not need to be on the CNS Committee, but you will be 

welcome to attend our meetings each month to report on 

progress of each  issue. 
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The Calder Navigation Society (CNS) was formed in 1969 as an association of Boaters, Ram-

blers and others who are interested in promoting the use and sympathetic development of the 

waterways in the Calder Valley. 

The aims of the Society are: 

To stimulate public interest and appreciation of the waterway's of the Calder Valley. 

To promote and encourage the use of all such waterways for the benefit of the public. 

In furtherance of the above, but not otherwise:  

To encourage boat owners and hirers from other parts of the waterways system to cruise 

along the length of the Calder & Hebble Navigation and the Huddersfield Broad Canal. 

To promote the use of waterways for commercial carrying, leisure boating, angling, rambling 

and other compatible activities. 

The CNS Mission Statement 


