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Welcome to the summer edition of our Newsletter where hopefully you 

may find something of interest to read! 

We were all very sad to hear of the passing of Peter Spence,  a 

supporter of this society for many years, please see page 4. 

April next year (2019) heralds the 50 year anniversary of the formation 

of The Calder Navigation Society and with this in mind it would be most 

appreciated if anyone can suggest a suitable way to commemorate such 

an auspicious event. Please put on you thinking caps and let the 

secretary know if you have any suitable ideas. 

Our membership has grown a little during this year and it is hoped that 

it will continue to do so, if you can persuade any family members, 

colleagues, friends etc. to lend their support then please encourage 

them to do so! 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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To unsubscribe for the CNS mailing list contact the secretary or if you 

have questions, please e-mail secretary@calderns.org.uk. 

You might have noticed we now have one of those square black and white funny 

things in the title banner. This is a QR code and relates not to the E-news, but to 

the CNS web site if you point your smartphone at the screen you can try it out for 

yourself.  It reads the code and give you the opportunity to go straight to the web 

site. If your phone/tablet doesn't have a built in app then you can download and 

app like i-nigma (free) which is available for Android and iOS, other app’s are 

available. Many thanks to webmaster Rick Sterry for producing the QR code. If 

you go to the web site you can also see back copies of the CNS E-news. 

 

 

 

 

If you are a “Facebook” person then why not take a look at our page https://

www.facebook.com/CalderNavigationSociety/ where you can follow and or like the 

entries?  
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THE CNS COMMITTEE 2018 

 

Chairman:    Peter Davies 

Vice Chairman:   Alan Mapplebeck 

Secretary:    Mike Fretwell 

Treasurer:    Nicki Smith 

Membership Secretary:  Avril Davies 

Savile Coordinator:  Pauline Mapplebeck 

Archivist:    Richard Stead 

Committee Member:  Chris Etwell 

Committee Member:  Duncan Roberts 

Committee Member:  Diane Shaw 

 

Meetings are held monthly and the actual date circulated to all members 
where possible. Please come along and join in our discussions, you don’t 

have to be a committee member! 

 

 

 

The White 
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PETER SPENCE 

We were very sad to learn that Peter Spence passed away on the 5th August ostensibly from 

complications following an operation, and after a long battle with Parkinson’s disease.   

Peter had many interests including steam trains and the spotting thereof, Leeds United Football Club 

and of course the Inland Waterways. 

 Peter and Denise started on their long association with the waterways in the ‘70’s and like many of us 

started off on a hire boat and after having adventures on various craft, namely Picador and Ben 

eventually settled for  their custom made 56ft narrowboat Magrathea which Peter fitted out. 

In the meantime, at work, Peter moved into computing working for both Leeds and Calderdale 

Councils.  In this brave new world, he slowly worked his way up to be become Head of IT at Leeds City 

Council overseeing a huge computer operation running complex programmes, overseeing scores of 

staff and enormous budgets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter, along with Denise was an active member of the Calder Navigation Society since circa 1976 and 

held various positions on the committee over the years. Peter took part in many campaigns to restore 

old waterways and bring them back to their former glory. Throughout this time Peter found a talent for 

writing and produced articles on many canal subjects for publications like Waterways World and the 

CNS magazine. Peter was very helpful to me when I was editor of Moving Road, he was very 

knowledgeable and extremely helpful when I was in need of facts and photos (ed).   

He finally left us after a long stay in hospital.  However, we would like to think that he died happy as his 

last full day was spent listening to England bowl out India at Edgbaston on Test Match Special. 

Peter was a true gentleman and will be very much missed by his many friends and our condolences go 

to Denise and the family. 
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PLASTIC RUBBISH POLLUTION CAMPAIGN 

The photos below are only 2 of a selection recently sent to both the Environment 

Agency and Canal & River Trust with the question “what plans are you making to 

prevent plastic rubbish being washed to sea? Have you considered traps at the 

weir booms which could be cleared on a regular basis by either Environment 

Agency staff or Canal and River Trust staff or better still, the two organisations 

working together? “ 

So far, no satisfactory response has been received! We have also asked the local 

MP for the Dewsbury area to take up our case which she has gladly done but again 

to no avail. Since the last Newsletter we have appealed to The Marine Conservation 

Society, Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth and again have either received no 

response or an unsatisfactory response. If any readers can suggest a way forward 

then please get in touch! 
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MIRFIELD IN BLOOM & HALFPENNY BRIDGE 

 

CNS offered to help the organisers of Mirfield in Bloom when they entered the 

competition this year for the first time.  

 

As reported in the last Newsletter, the organisers asked for our assistance with 

regard to the eyesore which is Halfpenny Bridge at Wood Lane in Mirfield which is 

clearly visible when entering the town from the direction of the M62. The bridge 

metalwork structure is desperately in need of repainting and several attempts 

have been made to try and encourage the owners, Canal & River Trust, to 

refurbish the bridge but to no avail. 

 

Further to the previously published article, although no action was taken regarding 

the bridge before the judging of Mirfield in Bloom, the organisers and folk involved 

achieved their aim and won GOLD! Our congratulations go to all concerned. 

 

We are still involved with lobbying for the bridge to be refurbished and are about 

to appeal to the recently appointed Regional Director of the North East Region of 

C&RT.  

 

Please continue to support the campaign by lobbying C&RT as an individual, by 

applying enough pressure we may achieve a result! 

 

THANK YOU 
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Although the year was a slow start due to the bad weather at the beginning 
of the year we have up to date completed 9 days out in the Savile Diary 
plus 2 days moving Savile ready for events….and 3 bookings already in the 
diary for 2019.  

We have attended community events in Brighouse, litter picks, private 
bookings and a splendid CNS picnic day out with glorious weather.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brighouse 1940’s weekend once again was a roaring success with the 
weather staying warm and sunny for us. We undertook 24 trips over the 
weekend carrying 166 adults and 69 juniors, 1 babe in arms and 1 canine. 8 
volunteers turned out to assist us over the weekend which was fantastic. 
Entering into the spirit of the weekend did not disappoint either with most of 
our volunteers donning their 1940’s apparel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVILE 

Want to skipper or crew Savile? We need more skippers and crew so if you are 

keen to take part then please contact the Chairman or Secretary 

(chairman@calderns.org.uk or secretary@calderns.org.uk). 
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SAVILE (CONTINUED) 

 

We also joined forces once again with the BBI in Brighouse on Sunday the 19th of 
August to run boat trips at the renamed Brighouse Artisan Market for just one day 
on the weekend which was last year called the Summer Festival and used to be 
over the whole weekend. And although the weather was not as kind to us as it 
could have been once again it proved a good day for all. We carried out 9 trips 
over the day carrying 68 adults and 24 juniors, 3 babes in arms and 1 canine. 

 

Savile also undertook 3 private bookings travelling to Elland entertaining 24 
passengers on their own itinerary. 

 

Now for the facts and figures: - 

 

This year to date we have completed 9 actual trip days and 11 days out in total 
including moving Savile to and from events. Her total hours out from base (not 
running hours) for the 11 days comes to 63hrs 43mins and this was carried out by 
66 crew bodies = 39 trips in total carrying 265 adults, 95 juniors, 5 babes in arms 
and not forgetting the 4 canine friends. 

 

A big thank you as always goes to all our volunteers - whatever way you get 
involved because without you Savile would not achieve the revenue we need to 
keep her on the water for all to enjoy. If you would like to get involved then please 
come and have a word whether it be to crew Savile on her outings or just help to 
maintain her – you would be more than welcome. 

 

WATERWAY MAINTENANCE SITUATION 

 

CNS have informed Canal & River Trust of various defects observed whilst Savile has 

been out and about and in most cases but not all, action has been taken appropriately. 

We have also taken up issues reported by members of the Society and have raised 

concerns over various subjects, time will tell if action will be taken. 

 

We are in the process of arranging to take Mr. Sean McGinley, the recently appointed 

Regional Director for the NE Region on a fact finding familiarisation trip on board 

Savile where we hope to make him acquainted with the current issues on our water-

way. 

 

A report will be published in the next Newsletter. 
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Moving Road Editor 

We still have a vacancy for the editor of the CNS magazine 

‘Moving Road’ you don’t need to have had previous 

experience as there will be plenty of help on hand 

However if you do have any skills in writing and producing 

a booklet in a format that can be sent to the printers 

about two to three times per year, please contact the 

Secretary. You do not need to be on the CNS Committee, 

but you will be welcome to attend our meetings each 

month to report on progress of each  issue. 

The Calder Navigation Society (CNS) was formed in 1969 as an association of Boaters, Ram-

blers and others who are interested in promoting the use and sympathetic development of the 

waterways in the Calder Valley. 

The aims of the Society are: 

To stimulate public interest and appreciation of the waterway's of the Calder Valley. 

To promote and encourage the use of all such waterways for the benefit of the public. 

In furtherance of the above, but not otherwise:  

To encourage boat owners and hirers from other parts of the waterways system to cruise 

along the length of the Calder & Hebble Navigation and the Huddersfield Broad Canal. 

To promote the use of waterways for commercial carrying, leisure boating, angling, rambling 

and other compatible activities. 

The CNS Mission Statement 


