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Welcome to the winter edition of our Newsletter where hopefully you 

may find something of interest to read! 

We recently learned of the passing of Beryl Glendinning, a supporter 

and ex Chair of the Society, please see page 4. 

April next year (2019) heralds the 50 year anniversary of the 

formation of The Calder Navigation Society. Our committee has 

decided to commemorate this event by commissioning and 

fixing two suitably inscribed metal plaques at strategic places 

on the Navigation. More details to follow 

Our membership continues to grow mainly with  thanks to some of the 

C&RT Brighouse Volunteer Lock Keepers lending us their support. It is 

hoped that it will continue to increase, so, if you can persuade any 

family members, colleagues, friends etc. to join us then please 

encourage them to do so! 

Thank you for your continued support and have a Merry 

Christmas and happy New Year! 
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To unsubscribe for the CNS mailing list contact the secretary or if you 

have questions, please e-mail secretary@calderns.org.uk. 

You might have noticed we now have one of those square black and white funny 

things in the title banner. This is a QR code and relates not to the E-news, but to 

the CNS web site. If you point your smartphone at the screen you can try it out 

for yourself.  It reads the code and give you the opportunity to go straight to the 

web site. If your phone/tablet doesn't have a built in app then you can download 

and app like i-nigma (free) which is available for Android and iOS, other app’s are 

available. Many thanks to webmaster Rick Sterry for producing the QR code. If 

you go to the web site you can also see back copies of the CNS E-news. 

 

 

 

 

If you are a “Facebook” person then why not take a look at our page https://

www.facebook.com/CalderNavigationSociety/ where you can follow and or like the 

entries?  

www.calderns.org.uk 
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THE CNS COMMITTEE 2018 

 

Chairman:    Peter Davies 

Vice Chairman:   Alan Mapplebeck 

Secretary:    Mike Fretwell 

Treasurer:    Nicki Smith 

Membership Secretary:  Avril Davies 

Savile Coordinator:  Pauline Mapplebeck 

Archivist:    Richard Stead 

Committee Member:  Chris Etwell 

Committee Member:  Duncan Roberts 

Committee Member:  Diane Shaw 

 

Meetings are held monthly and the actual date circulated to all members 
where possible. Please come along and join in our discussions, you don’t 

have to be a committee member! 

 

 

 

 

The White Cross  

2, Bradley Rd 

Bradley 

HUDDERSFIELD 

HD2 1XD 

Good home cooked 

Food, Fine Ales 

and a warm 

welcome. On A62, 

at Leeds Rd/

Bradley Rd 

crossroads    
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BERYL GLENDINNING 

 

 

 
Members will be sad to hear that Beryl Glendinning, Chair of 

CNS in the 1980s, died on the 8
th
 October aged 83. A graveside 

service took place at Wetheral Woodland Cemetery followed by 

a memorial service at Walton Church on 15
th
 October. 

  

Beryl had political connections and successfully induced some 

of her influential friends to take canal restoration seriously. She 

was not alone in that but without her efforts and those of others 

like her the restored canals which we now enjoy would have 

remained derelict ditches. 

 Beryl later moved to Cumbria with her husband, George, who 

himself died in 2011. 
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SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

 

PLASTIC RUBBISH 

We continue with our campaign and although we have not succeeded 

in  generating sufficient interest to encourage any of the relevant 

organisations to commit to taking action, we are successfully 

spreading the word regarding the problem of plastic in the waterways. 

We shall continue to do what we can in order to prevent plastic from 

taking the journey: Canal to river, river to sea. 

 

HALFPENNY BRIDGE 

The eyesore which is Halfpenny Bridge at Battyeford is now high on 

the agenda and will be discussed at a Mirfield Waterway Organisations 

meeting scheduled for early January. CNS has submitted photographs 

to C&RT which depict the serious deterioration of the safety railings 

and we are informed that they have a rectification plan in place. This 

plan happens to be based on the suggestion put forward by our 

Chairman at the last Mirfield meeting. 

 

PENNINE EXPLORER CRUISE 

For those who remember and took part in the highly successful 2017 

Pennine Explorer Cruise which was organised by the Huddersfield 

Canal Society, we are informed that plans are being put in place for a 

similar event for the summer of 2019. Members of CNS enjoyed 

assisting with the cruise and were prominent in organising the end of 

cruise celebrations at South Pennine Boat Club. We look forward to 

assisting the organisers again! 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Another date for your diary: - Sunday 27th January 2019 at 2pm when the 

AGM will be held at the White Cross Inn (details on page 3). An agenda and 

minutes of last year’s meeting will be published in due course and the 

membership informed of the detail of the meeting. 

Supporters of the Society are more than welcome to attend where you will 

be encouraged to consider joining the committee! 

 

 

 

SAVILE 

Want to skipper or crew Savile? We need more skippers and crew so if you are 

keen to take part then please contact the Chairman or Secretary 

(chairman@calderns.org.uk or secretary@calderns.org.uk). 

 

A date for your diary:- Saturday 25th May 2019 when Savile is booked for en-

tering the dry-dock at South Pennine Boat Club where she will have her annual 

bottom scrubbed and blacked plus any other external maintenance work. If 

you are available to help, you would be most welcome! 
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WATERWAY MAINTENANCE SITUATION 
 

Toward the end of October members of CNS entertained Mr. Sean McGinley, the 

recently appointed Regional Director of the NE Waterways in way of a short cruise on 

board Savile. 

We cruised toward Wakefield from Battyeford and managed to get to the Figure of 

Three locks where we enjoyed a “packed lunch” and then turned around for the 

journey back to base. 

We pointed out our concerns to Mr. McGinley but tried not to be overly negative and 

we believe that we were successful in conveying the right balance of positives / 

negatives. 

Our archivist Richard Stead did a fine job in explaining some of the historical aspects 

of the trip and Mr. McGinley was introduced to the Calder & Hebble Handspike. 

We were particularly pleased to listen to Sean explain his vision and policy, particularly 

with regard to developing a dedicated team to deal with the type of problems 

encountered on the trip, such as lock paddle gear being inoperative. 

It is hoped that Sean will join us again in the spring for a trip in the other direction 

toward Sowerby Bridge. 

 

 

. 
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WATERWAY MAINTENANCE SITUATION (CONTINUED) 

 

Winter stoppage work is well underway with some already completed, some examples of what has 

already been achieved  are depicted below. Well done to C&RT! 

 

 

 

C&RT operatives at work repairing a gate paddle at 

Brighouse bottom lock 

Above: Repair to the cill underway at Battyeford Flood Gate 

Completed repair of flood 

damage at Brookfoot Lock 
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Moving Road Editor 

We still have a vacancy for the editor of the CNS magazine 

‘Moving Road’ you don’t need to have had previous 

experience as there will be plenty of help on hand 

However if you do have any skills in writing and producing 

a booklet in a format that can be sent to the printers 

about two to three times per year, please contact the 

Secretary. You do not need to be on the CNS Committee, 

but you will be welcome to attend our meetings each 

month to report on progress of each  issue. 

The Calder Navigation Society (CNS) was formed in 1969 as an association of Boaters, Ram-

blers and others who are interested in promoting the use and sympathetic development of the 

waterways in the Calder Valley. 

The aims of the Society are: 

To stimulate public interest and appreciation of the waterway's of the Calder Valley. 

To promote and encourage the use of all such waterways for the benefit of the public. 

In furtherance of the above, but not otherwise:  

To encourage boat owners and hirers from other parts of the waterways system to cruise 

along the length of the Calder & Hebble Navigation and the Huddersfield Broad Canal. 

To promote the use of waterways for commercial carrying, leisure boating, angling, rambling 

and other compatible activities. 

The CNS Mission Statement 


